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We are excited to be bringing this wonderful, extravagant event to 
Edmonton. 


Date: Saturday, October 25, 2003 
Cost: $50.00/ticket 
Doors of Red’s West Edmonton Mall, open at 7:30 pm 
Call for tickets: Carmen at (780) 488-5742 
Red’s at (780) 481-6420 


Evening will feature great food, amazing entertainment, 
silent auction and more. 
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¢ Providing prompt, professional, personal service. 


e Taking care of all the details In the purchase or 
sale of your home. 


e Effectively marketing your home to sell for the 
best price with the least inconvenience to you. 


° Assisting you In finding "that perfect home". 


Moving out? Moving up? Moving on? 
Move with MICHAEL: 438-7000 


ex ; 
"Your every move matters" “o REA/AK 


Places to Know....38 realestate corte 
Where Millions Get The Answer to Their Search 
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It’s 
Short 
But... 


Welcome everyone to the 2nd 
month of the 28th House. Empress 
XXVIII Oprah now has herself a 
Regent Emperor (Rob Bigonion), 
a Princess (Kitten Kaboodle), Duke 
and Duchess Steve 
and Sticky Vicky, 
and a brand new 
board. It is shaping 
up to be an exciting 
year. 


Oprah has already 
had quite a few 
fundraisers, with Fri- 
day night surprise 
boxes and 50-50 
draws at the Roost, a 
few bingos at Boots, 
and Investitures at 
Prism. Oprah’s char- 
ity this year, the 
Alberta Foundation 


for Diabetes Research, will have 
cause to be grateful if the rest of 
the year continues in this same 
high-energy vein. Which, given the 
amount of support Oprah has al 


ready been receiving, seems most 
likely! 


OUT THERE 

BY DAVIS & SANDERS 
sSeiceeusasiiiiinateconsance: 
Ahh! engaging in some 
recreational tv viewing? 


must you disturb 
me whor Im relaxed 


join us. 


how cat you sit there while your 

life is a mess? You're thirty, a loser! 

female and gay, your immature 
and totally brokel 


October will also be a busy month 
for Oprah and her house. October 3 
is Oprah’s Turkey 
show at the Roost. 
The following 
weekend, Oprah 
jets off to Toronto’s 
Coronation, leaving 
her Upper House to 
help raise money 
that weekend in the 
city. The following weekends there 
are two major shows: an Egyptian 
show at Prism on the 17th and the 
court-supported 
Boxspring and 
Mattress Part 4 at 
Boots on the 18th. 
The month con- 
cludes with the 
Court’s Halloween 
show at Boots on 
the 31st. This is in 
addition to. sur- 
prises boxes, 50-50 
draws, and wingo 
bingos. 


The court is also 
looking into get- 
ting corporate 
sponsorship for 
their charity work, as well as in 
having a bingo at a bingo hall. With 
fresh ideas and energy, it truly is 
an exciting time to be involved 
with an organization that has 
served Edmonton’s GLBT commu- 
nity for 28 years. Come out and 


You're right! Im a loser, a big, fat 


wail. yup... 
| yup, found 
x 4 a cheese doodle 


Protests & 


# 
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Dean 
Campaign 
Hires 

Gay 
Outreach 
Direc tor 


Dean for America 
announced today that they 
have hired Wendy Howell 
to serve as the New 
Hampshire Director of 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender 
Outreach. Howell will be 
responsible for organizing 
support within the state’s 
gay and lesbian 


community for Governor 


12224 Jasper Ave 


482-1960 


Howard Dean’s 


presidential bid. 


“T am thrilled to be here,” 
said Howell: “It’s 
incredibly exciting 
ton) vhavere the 
opportunity to 
work for the man 
who signed the 
Civil Unions Act. 
Howard Deanis the 
only presidential 
candidate who has 
made full equality 
for gay and lesbian 
people the law, and 
I can think of no 
candidate who 
better deserves our 
community’s 
support.” 


“Wendy’s experience in 
organizing the lesbian and 
gay community will be a 
valuable asset to our 
campaign,” said State 
Director Karen Hicks. 


gayedmonton.com... 
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“Governor Dean’s 


message of equal rights for 
all Americans has already 
resonated well in the 
community, and with 


Wendy’s help, we will 
harness that enthusiasm to 
build an active group of 
Dean volunteers and voters 
in New Hampshire.” 


Howell has spent more 
than five years doing 
political and organizing 
work, much of it within 
the lesbian and gay 

community. She has 


worked for the 
Human Rights 
Campaign, the 


nation’s largest gay 
and lesbian political 
organization, and 
worked on civil rights 
issues for the New 
York State Senate 
Democratic Leader in 
2000-2001. Most 
recently, she was an 
organizer with the 
Vermont Federation 
of Nurses and Health 
Professionals, UPV/ 
AFT, AFL-CIO. 
Howell has also worked 
on a variety of political 
campaigns in New York, 
New Jersey, Georgia, and 
Wisconsin. 


Hot Tub 
Steam Room 
Dry Sauna 
Glory Holes 


“i omoohoble VS. ane goo , 

... finding community?..:relations| 
.. 2 trained facilitators set the agend 
designed to help you address) 


6 Free & Confidential Workshops 
Wednesdays 7:00 — 10:00 Starting Oct. 15 


For further information, call 488-0564 had : V 


or e-mail at gmoc@interbaun.com EDMONTON 


This workshop is made possible with funding from: E CALA (Edmonton Community Adult Learning Association) 
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Vote Buying 
Again? 


“A decision has been made 
to recommend a program 
that goes to every gas 
metre in the province” 
Under the _ proposal 
Albertans will receive 
credits on utility bills be- 
tween November 1, 2003, 
and March 31, 2004. 

(The Edmonton Sun, Sep- 
tember 17, 2003). 


In my eyes and I am sure 
many others, the above is 
seen as a “vote buyer’, as 
was the last utility rebate. 
Iam wondering how dumb 
the Klein government 
thinks we are. I am cer- 
tainly not saying that vot- 
ers are dumb as a majority, 
but as being human we see 
dollars in our pockets, and 
come voting time, we as- 
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sociate the money with the 
current majority govern- 
ment. Yes Ralph said he is 
not calling an election, un- 
til 2005, to end speculation 
regarding the rebate, but I 
for one, am not sure I can 
trust him. I have heard po- 
litical promises in the past, 
and political agendas are 


not one of my favourite 
topics. 


In my opinion instead of 
cash rebates, I would like 


WHAT HAPPENED AT PRIDE wiTH JAIL AND THAT 


to see the money go back 
into the province. The 
money could be used to- 
wards health care, educa- 
tion, lowering the astro- 
nomical insurance premi- 
ums, road upgrades, reno- 
vating certain areas of our 
cities, towns or province or 
any of the other worth- 


while institutions. I would 
also like to see the current 
government regulate utili- 
ties, so there would be no 
need for the rebates, but 


OF COURSE | DIDNT FORGET! | JUST DIDNT THINK WELL, | WAGNT GOING TO, BUT THEN AFTER LOCKING 

YOU WERE STILL GOING THROUGH WITH IT AFTER AWSELF il MY ROOM ALL WEBI, | THOUGHT, ‘No, 
THATS WHAT THE TWAD, OLD TROY WOULD Do," No 
MORE! SAY HELLO TO THE NEW TROY! [M\ NOT 

LETTING ANYONE PUSH ME AROUND AND EMBARRASS 

ME EVER AGAIN, (GONG OUT THERE TONGHT WITH 
__ AY CLOTHES OFF AND Mw HEAD HELD WiGHi 


politics would not allow 
this. 


When the climate changes 
and energy is draining our 
pockets, the extra money 
does help, but I know a lot 
of people who do not use 
this towards their utility 
bills. Some people just see 
this as a shirt they could not 
afford, or night at the bar, 
and if it were used for its 
intended purpose I would 
not have such a problem 
with it. 


In closing I would like to 
say “no thank you Ralph”. 
I for one do not want the re- 
bate to appease your con- 
science or to get the voting 
public liking you again, and 
I will not be voting for you 
in the coming election. 


Robbie Telenko 
A proud Albertan 


WN THE FALL 2001, 


AURA ml 


Guinea 
Pig 


By Steven Townsend 
Assistant Editor 


It’s like straight out of a 
horror movie, where some 
evil mad scientists develop 


some crazy genetically 
mutated creature in their 
laboratory over looking 
some little village, and by 
some mistake the creature 
escapes to wreak havoc on 
the poor innocent citizens 
in the village below. Well 
this may sound like a 
horror movie but I assure 
you, this is real and was 
certainly no mistake. The 
only differences are that 
the creature I made 
reference to is your food 
and that laboratory well 
we like to call it Earth. As 
for the scientists, maybe 
not evil but mad for sure! 


What I am talking about 
here are genetically 
engineered organisms. 
Genetic engineering (GE) 
is nothing new we have 
been toying around with 


CZ 
Edmontons Largest 
Collection of Gay 


anu Lesbian 


¢ 


Grom Around She World! 


7 
‘& OME ,| 


Cbeok-out 


ihe Collection 


JR irks i uilding 


The Front Page 


10356 Jasper ave 


426-1206 


our food for along. time 
now. 


In Central America the 
natives, over a thousand 
year period using a special 
cultivation technique 
turned a wild grass called 
Teosinte into what we now 


call Corn. So playing with 
our food is nothing new, 
but the methods for doing 
SO have changed 
immensely. 


@ Sure there could be many 


benefits to GE. Such as 
creating plants that could 
withstand storms, frost and 
drought. There are also 


endless medical 
breakthroughs that could be 
possible with more 


research. I believe that we 
should be experimenting 
with GE. The Problem that 
I have with it though is the 
fact that the testing is being 
done with us as the guinea 
pig. These GE foods that 
they are creating are not 
being tested in some 
laboratory but rather in a 
field with no barriers or 
walls to keep them from 
expanding and mutating 
other crops. A seed can 
travel thousands of miles 
on a good strong wind and 


plant it self, contaminating 
the crops it lands in. It 
should = Tot; OG athe 
responsibility of an 
organic farmer to have to 
invest his money and 
resources into building 
giant walls around his crop 
to keep it pure and free of 
a GE grains. 


I for one do not 
want to be a 
guinea pig for 
some scientists 
but I do not have 
much choice in 
the matter. If I go 
into most any 
grocery store to 
buy most any 
item, how can I be 
sure that what I 
am buying is free of GE? I 
cannot, there: are no 
regulations stating that a 
food manufacturer must 
label whether its product 
contains GE products. I 
think that is something that 
I am entitled to know. Is it 
just that they are afraid 
that people may start 
asking questions? Or that 
people may just choose 
another product free of GE. 


These GE products have 
not been put through 
enough testing to be out on 
the open market or grown 
out of isolation. How can 
we be sure that there are 
no health risks? We are 
stepping on shaky grounds 
when we start playing with 
nature without first 
knowing the risks 
involved. Wecan’tbe sure 
until there is more testing 
done and until then you 
might as well call yourself 
their guinea pig! 


Times.10 Magazine 9 


Trample The 
Freedom 


By Laurie Blakeman 


Asif the Klein government 
hasn’t had its hands full 
beating up teachers and 
school boards in this 
province, now, it wants to 
take on post-secondary 
institutions and their 
students. Debate is 
expected this fall over Bill 
43, yet another 
undemocratic bill put 
together by an incredibly 
undemocratic government. 
What does this one do? 
Well, Bill 43 allows the 
Klein government to 
dismiss democratically 
elected Students’ Union 
and Graduate Students’ 
Associations. Perhaps they 
can join the Calgary Public 
School Trustees in the 
unemployment line, if 
you'll recall, the Klein 
government fired them too 
when they didn’t toe the 
Conservative Party line. 


Bill 43 also gets rid of the 
30% cap on tuition, as if 
tuition hasn’t gone up 
enough in Alberta (it’s only 
doubled in the last decade!). 
Under Bill 43, universities 


and colleges can raise more 
than 30% of their operating 
expenses from tuition fees. 
Of course if you follow the 
logic of the Tories, it’s your 
choice to go to University, 
so you should have to bear 
the brunt of paying for that 
luxury. Klein and company 
seems to have forgotten the 
fact that it’s extremely 
difficult to find a job 
without a university degree 
these days. It seems to me 
that investing in post- 
secondary education with 
public funding is an 
investment in Alberta’s 
future, but this government 
apparently doesn’t think 
that far ahead. 


Bill 43 also doesn’t allow 
strikes in universities or 
colleges. Faculty 
associations have 
voluntarily negotiated their 
right to strike but now the 
government wants to strip 
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Visa Master Card 


them of that right. Let me 
get this straight, post 
secondary education 
workers are essential, but 
post secondary education 
isn’t? Hmm, someone 
needs to go back to 
introductory logic classes. 


Alberta Liberals feel that 
this bill tramples the 
freedoms and independence 
of post-secondary 
institutions and it’s just 
another step in_ this 
becoming a totalitarian 
state. For a government 
that has taken a hands-off 
approach to the way 
businesses operate, it sure 
wants to directly interfere 
with the finances and 
operations of universities 
and colleges. Can you spell 
the word hypocrite? 


The only good thing about 
this bill is that it does force 
the universities to get 


putting the pisces of your life together on 


through uncertainty to new possibilities 


liz Massiah, MSW, RSW 


_ Clinical Social Worker 


Ph 780 415 5434 
Fax 780 415 5433 


emassiah@interbaun.com 


Massiah Counselling Services 


#203, 10129 124St. 


Edmonton, Ab, T5N2P5 


Interac 


approval before 
expropriating land and it 
gives city councils more of 
a say about how universities 
use their commercial 
property. But the good 
hardly outweighs the bad 
and Bill 43 needs to be 
stopped. 


If you have a particular issue 
and would like to be on an 
email — list] Mitore) me 
to send you copies of 
questions asked in Question 
Period, please send me your 
email address and let me 
know whether you are a 
constituent or where in 
Alberta you live. You can 
reach me at my new email 
address 


blakeman @laurieblakeman.com 
or call (780) 414-0743 or 
drop by #3, 9908-109 
Street, Edmonton, AB. 
TS5K 1HS. 


Million 
Miles 
from 
Nowhere 


By Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


(780} 479 2038 


E-mail: 
sing@evmchoir.com 


Visit: 
www.evmchoir.com 


EVM 


It has been one of the 
wildest years in my life. 
From getting out of a 
business and being coaxed 
back in by a friend and 
getting news ideas flowing 
in as in a summer rain. 
There are many things that 
can affect a person’s life 
as we wonder through this 
endless garden paradise. 
Nothing has such a great 
effect as those people that 
stand beside us through it 
all and remain a friend. I 
was once told that ifI could 
go through life and say 
that I had two or three 
friends I should consider 
myself very fortunate. I 
feel blessed by the people 
who I have met along the 
way and stayed even if 
they take a few steps back. 


Over this past year the 
affects have been felt more 


Handcrafted & 
Decorated Balsam Pine 


Wreathes 


On sale 18.October at the 
Womonspace Dance and from 


EVM members 


profoundly than in any 
other time -~linesoThe 
closeness of a hug from a 
person who means it and 
is not doing it for show is 
a wonderful feeling. 
Those hugs come to mean 
more as the years roll 
along. The morning coffee 
with a friend or the 
evening movie sitting 
quietly resting together is 
meaningful and a joy. 
Simple things become the 
ones that become the most 
important values in an 
everyday relationship. 
“Wouldn’t somebody 
help me chase the shadows 
away...” became an 
understandable song from 
ABBAas this passed year 
rolled away into the dust 
of time. 


After the loving is realized 
then it is time to learn the 
living part that takes up a 
big part of our lives. For 
me this time line has 
become the realization 
that we are growing up 
and that can have a big 
affect of anyone. We have 
begun to realize how silly 
our concrete feet leave us 
with no better than “T just 
want things to remain as 
they are..” Jim Morrison 
once said that there was a 
“killer on the road” and 
you must know the song 
because I am not going to 
tell you. It took me half a 
century to realize who the 
“killer on the road” was 
and I sure am happy to tell 
you that I am not on that 
road. We are on the road 
to change things so that 
everyone is equal in a 
world such things are 
frowned on. We live in a 


country with wonderful 
people willing to share the 
burden and have little fear 
of the future yet to come. 
Ohsure there are some who 
have burdened themselves 
with ancient books that 
have no significance in this 
time line. That was then 
and this is now but there is 
no way to get them passed 
the five or six millennium 
gone and turned into 
history. Turn off the 
electricity and watch how 
fast they jump into the 
world today. 


I am so happy to have met 
you along this journey and 
you have made me a better 
person for meeting you. 
You have brought people 
from all over the world into 
my life and made me laugh 
at just the right time. It is 
what I always wanted to do 
and here I am doing what I 
love to do the most. Being 
right at home next to the 
persons and people who 
mean a great deal to me in 
this time line. We were 
meant to meet and the 
wonder of it all is why did 
we meet each other? I 
would not change a single 
day for every mountain 
there was to climb I was 
greeted by a new and 
wondrous person. You! 


The only thing I can sit in 
wonderment about is that 
Homosexual Agenda. How 
come nobody ever invited 
me to any of the meetings? 


aca 
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Gens in Wonderland 


There are times during the 
ongoing, raucous and 
irrational debate on gay 
marriage when I wonder if I 
haven’t just stumbled down 
some rabbit hole and landed 
in some strange mad world 
where nothing is, as it seems. 
A world where logic and 
reality have been turned on 
their heads. A world where 
the collective history of the 
human race has been rewritten 
and where the lives and 
realities of ten percent of the 
planet are invalidated. 


The religious fundamentalists 
would have us believe that 
gay marriage is an affront toa 
two millennium old history 
and tradition that supposedly 
grounds our modern concept 
of marriage. I can’t help but 
wonder what tradition they are 
talking about as marriage has 
gone through a tortured 
process to arrive at where it is 
today. Is the tradition they are 
talking about the one where 
women and children have 
traditionally been chattels of 
the husband? Up until the 18" 
century marriage was largely 
seen as a secular ceremony 
and a commercial transaction 
where a woman was basically 
purchased. Marriage was 
frequently an arrangement 
between two families to 
cement a business or political 
arrangement? Or is it the 
tradition of shotgun marriages 
or the tradition that decrees 
that partners in a marriage 
must be of the same race or 
religion? It wasn’ tall that long 
ago that inter-racial marriages 
were legally outlawed and 
many churches still refuse to 
marry people unless they are 
both of that particular faith. 


It wasn’t until the 16""century 
that the Catholic Church 


decreed that marriage was a 
sacrament that must be 
performed in a Catholic 
Church. Protestants took 
another 200 years before 
they reach the same place. It 
wasn’t until the 18" century 
that marriage formally 
became a religious event 
throughout most of Europe 
and North America. 


The Bible, upon which the 
opposition seems to be 
based, has no mention of a 
marriage being performed 
by a religious leader. Other 
religions also see marriage 
in a different light from 
which Christian 
fundamentalists would have 
us believe. Many branches 
of Islam allow a man to have 
many wives and divorce for 
the man is as easy as stating 
“T divorce you” three times. 
In keeping with modern 
technology, an Islamic 
religious leader recently 
decreed that a man can even 
message “I divorce you” on 
his cell phone to be free of 
his wife. This gives new 
meaning to the term “quickie 
divorce.” Of course, women 
don’t have the same sort of 
rights when it comes to 
divorce. 


Historians have recently 
discovered evidence of 
liturgy in both the catholic 
and Anglican churches in 
Great Britain that bless 
same-sex marriages. Visits 
to old graveyards and 
churches in Europe turn up 
numerous cases of same-sex 
couples being buried 
together, some of whom 
have clearly been clergy. So 
much for those theories 
about marriage and the 
churches historical 
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opposition to same-sex 
marriage is 2,000 years old. 


It would seem the real issue 
of why fundamentalists, and 
I include the Pope in this 
category, are opposed to gay 
marriage has nothing to do 
with the history and tradition 
of marriage. It’s about 
ignorance, hate and 
intolerance. It’s about that 
irrational thing called 
homophobia. 


I’m also befuddled by the 
claims made against my tribe 
by religious leaders. The 
people that they are talking 
about bear little reality to the 
thousands of queer people I 
have met and know in my 37 
years of involvement in the 
queer community. The 
history of queer people is 
being rewritten during this 
silly debate. 


One of the common signs that 
appear at anti-gay marriage 
rallies is that old faithful “God 
created Adam and Eve, Not 
Adam and Steve.” Now I find 
that argument rather tired and 
wish they would come up with 
anew Slogan. I also have to ask 
the question, “If God didn’t 
create Adam and Steve, who 
did?” I also have numerous 
questions about the Genesis 
story of Adam and Eve and the 
claim that they are parents of all 
humans, as believed by 
fundamentalists. Why aren’t we 
all inbred morons if we are all 
the offspring of one couple or 
were the laws of genetics 
suspended for some time? 
Christians are pretty clear on 
forbidding marriage between 
close relatives because of the 
laws of genetics. Maybe it 
explains why we have so much 
genetic material in common 
with monkeys and apes. 


——— 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep 
letters as short as possible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as 
necessary. Letters must be signed and include the home address and 
telephone number of the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so 
requested. Publication of the name or photograph of any person or 
organization in articles or advertising in Times .10 is not to be construed 
as any indication of the sexual orientation of such person or oganization. 
All material in this publication is copyrighted and must not be repro- 
duced without permission from Times .10 Publications Society. The only 
exception to the copyright is the material from National AIDS Clearing 
house which may be duplicated with credit given. 


Join Millions of other people 
from our World Wide Com- 


munity at www.times10.org 


Our Stories, Photos 
Politics, Groups and 
Features 


Recently the Pope came out 
and suggested that gay 
marriage shouldn’t be allowed 
because marriage is about 
procreation. Of coarse, 
homosexuals, being naturally 
disordered and unable to 
procreate, shouldn’t be 
afforded the right. Last time I 
checked, I was fully capable of 
procreating. I just make the 
decision not to. 


It’s funny the Pope, or other 
fundamentalist leaders, say 
nothing about heterosexuals 
who are over the age of child 
bearing not being able to get 
married or couples who make 
the decision not to procreate 
or those heterosexual couples 
whoare unable to bear children 
because of medical reasons. 
Seems like a bit of double 
standard to me. He alsoclaimed 
that allowing children to be 
raised by same-sex parents “is 
doing violence to children.” 


Now I think he’s on rather 
shaky ground here when he 
heads an institution that has 
along and recent history of 
doing violence to children, 
or adults for that matter, 
whether it be in residential 
schools or in the back of the 
church. It would seem to 
me-.that the Catholic 
Church, not to mention 
many other religious 
organizations, should be 
careful about casting 
aspirations on other people 
when they have arather sad 
history of violence and 
intolerance. 


I made the mistake of 
watching Larry King on 
CNN the other night as he 
gave Dr. James Dobson, the 
leader of focus on the 
family, a platform to spread 
his lies and hate. Dobson 
claimed that now that the 
homosexual activists have 


Amateur Strip 


Private Members Club 
10345-104 st / 426-3150 


Ny, 


thee) 
Roost) 


secured gay marriage in 
Canada we are turning are 
sights on totally eradicating 
marriage from the planet. 
I'ma little befuddled about 
why we’d invest so much 
time and energy in trying to 
obtain something that we 
only want to turn ‘around 
and eradicate. Now [know I 
wasn’t invited to the meeting 
where that decision was 
made, even though!’ ve been 
one of those “ homosexual 
activists” for over 3 decades. 
Of course, I also haven’t 
been invited to any of the 
meetings that set the 
“homosexual agenda.” 
Dobson continued to go on 
making claims that had no 
bearing in fact and are often 
hateful and contradictory. It 
seems the leader of a 
movement supposedly 
founded on the message of 
love and tolerance preached 
by Jesus have no qualms 
making a statement that are 
nothing but outright lies. 


We are compared to 
pedophiles, murders, 
thieves and all other sorts of 
unsavory characters. Now 
statistically the most 
dangerous place for children 
to be is in the heterosexual 
nuclear family where most 
child molestation occurs or 
in the care of the church that 
has along and sad history of 
abuse. Somehow the people 
they are talking about and 
opposing the right for them 
to get married bear no 
resemblance to the 
community I know. 


The claim is made that 
allowing queers to marry 
one another would somehow 
degrade _ heterosexual 
marriages. Now I think with 
50% of marriages ending in 
divorce that the degrading 
of marriages has been done 
quite well by heterosexuals. 


I never hear the same claim 
made about polygamy that is 
practiced in many parts of the 
world including North 
America. I don’t hear the 
religious fundamentalists 
talking about spousal abuse, 
alcoholism and poverty which 
all have a deleterious impact 
on marriages and families. 
Somehow those are not as sexy 
as gay marriage. Itseems to me 
that the opponents of gay 
marriage get focused on sex 
and see queer relationships 
being solely on sex. 


What seems to be lost in the 
heated debate is the fact that 
courts in this country have ruled 
that denying the right of 
marriage to same-sex couples 
is discriminatory and violates 
our constitution. It’s clear that 
the Supreme Court will back 
up that right when it renders 
it’s decision on the issue next 
year, So why the heated debate? 
I suspect it allows politicians 
to pontificate on how they are 
in favor of family and opposed 
to have bogey-men to rail 
against. It has little to do with 
queer people and equality. 


Unfortunately, this debate 
is going to continue for at 
least another year and the 
hate and intolerance will 
remain at high and visible 
levels. I fear the impact the 
fear will have on young 
people struggling with 
coming to terms with their 
sexual orientation. I suspect 
that incidences of violence 
directed at us will continue 
torise until the rhetoric cools 
down. The bottom line is 
that gay marriage is on it’s 
way no matter what religious 
right has to say. 

(Gens is the Editor of 
Preceptions Magazine and 
granted us permission to 
reprint this article) 
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Speaking 
of 
“Normal” 


By Liz Massiah, MSW, 
RSW 
Clinical Social Worker 


A week or so ago, in Second 
Cup, I saw some folks that I 
guessed had come from one 
of the day programs run by 
Canadian Mental Health. 
Now the members of those 
groups are usually diagnosed 
with severe mental health 
problems, schizophrenia, bi- 
polar disorder, severe de- 
pression and so forth. The 
sorts of problems that don’t 
go way easily, that have a 
severe impact on day to day 
life. Modern medications 
help, but have lots of nasty 
side effects and often life can 
be pretty challenging. These 
are women and men with 
little income, few resources, 
and lots of labels to deal 
with. Yet, what I noticed was 
the joking and the smiling 
going on with the group 
members. Chatting, happily, 
with big grins, laughter and 
a sense of closeness, of mu- 
tual support. Yet they are 
living with mental health 
problems unlike any most of 
us will ever experience. 


Noticing their smiles, I got 
to thinking about how often 
we let ourselves be 
miserable, bemoan our fate 
and leave our lives at that. 
We don’t do things to make 
ourselves or anyone else feel 
better. I thought about what 
actions I had taken to make 
myself feel good that day — 
and came up with a pretty 
short list. Now the self-help 


world is full of slogans about 
self-care, about self-change; 
many of them just make us 
feel guilty, others are actually 
pretty useful. Oprah talks 
about becoming the change 
you want. I read that recently 
in her magazine and adapted 
it for myself — be the change 
you want. 


When we start to change our 
actions to reflect what we 
say we want, what we often 
loudly insist we want in our 
lives, and then change 
happens. When we say that 
to be happier, we need to do 
happy making things. Seems 
so simple and obvious — and 
its so hard to do. 


Want the house to be less of 
a mess, and then clean it up. 
Not all of it, just where you 
are right now. Next time you 
find those nasty thoughts 
about being a slob taking 
over, just clean up right 
where you are. Want to eat 
healthier, and then do so at 
your next snack. Ignore the 


feelings and the old 
messages; just Be the Change 
you Want, briefly. 


Personally, the things I fuss 
about the most are the ones I 
am least likely to do, like 
spending time on the 
treadmill, putting my clothes 
away neatly. Lately when I 
find myself going on either 
internally or out loud about 
something, I try to just stop, 
and then do whatever it is I 
am fussing over. 


Sometimes it seems we try 
to have a_ personal 
Reformation all ina few days 
—and forget that the historical 
one went on for several 
hundred years. Andeven that 
kept changing and re 
inventing itself. And there 
was lots of squabbling about 
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the right way to be a good 
member of the Reformation 
but that did not seem to matter 
much, the changes happened 
anyhow. 


And in the realm of change, I 
have found that ignorance is 
bliss. When I decide that I 
have to wait till it’s the right 
time, the mood is right, the 
money is right, the weather is 
right and my nose is just so, 
all that is just a great excuse to 
avoid, whether its doing 
something to make myself 
smile, or to make someone 
else smile. 


Why the focus on smiles — 
because smiles are 
contagious. Sort of like anon- 
touching hug. They travel 
over a distance, they come in 
various styles of your choice, 
from the enigmatic Mona Lisa 
to the come hither, darling 
style, to the ear-to-ear grin of 


Gary K. Patterson 
Agent 


‘SERRA IU HUETEEELELAUE 


ArTeam Realty 


CALL: 


456-5656 
(24 Hour Paging) 


seeing someone you love 
approaching, or, more 
pragmatically, win the 
Lottery. Smiles can be 
welcoming, curious, even 
sad — they communicate all 
sorts of emotions in all sorts 
of situations. Mostly they 
make you feel better, they 
help youconnect. And when 
we connect, we are happier, 
more content. Somehow a 
smile can help us connect 
and not feel so alone. 
Watching the folks in 
Second Cup smiling at one 
another made me want to 
smile too. And when we 
smiled at one another, I 
remembered about the 
power of a smile. To make 
yourself and others feel 
better, to show and receive 
caring and old fashioned 
human connection. So that’s 
why the column on smiles. 
And Happy Thanksgiving. 


AVAILABLE !! 


2 GWM REALTORS INTERESTED IN 
MEETING YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR 
REAL ESTATE NEEDS. WHETHER YOU 
ARE PURCHASING OR SELLING WE 
WILL ATTEND TO YOUR EVERY NEED 
INA PROMPT, PROFFESIONAL AND 
PROFICIENT MANNER. 


PROUDLY SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY!!! 


Warren R. Bennett 
Agent 


ROYAL LEPAGE 9228-144 Avenue 
ROS wy pati Edmonton, Alberta TSE 6A9 


Alison 
Brown 


Performs at 

the Arden Theatre 
in 

St. Albert 


October 16 at 7:30 PM 


Banjoist Alison Brown has 
been _ internationally 
acclaimed for both her 
virtuosity and her wide- 
ranging musical 
sensibilities, which 
encompass bluegrass, jazz, 
folk, and Celtic influences. 
A 2001 Grammy award- 
winner, Brown has 
performed everywhere 


ssa 


from Carnegie Hall to the 
Grand Ole Opry. 


First becoming 
enamored of the five- 
string banjo growing up 
in California, Brown 
continued sharpening 
her chops’ while 
pursuing a career in 
investment banking. She 
left the corporate world 
behind to join Alison 
Krauss’s band Union 
Station, and has not 
looked back since. 


While continuing to dazzle 
audiences with her 
distinctive banjo stylings, 
Brown remains active in 
the business world as co- 
founder of Compass 
Records, the much-lauded 
label she started with her 
husband, bassist and 


spaces 


producer Garry West. Along 
with Brown and West, the 
Alison Brown Quartet 
features pianist John R. Burr 
and drummer Kendrick 
Freeman. 


Last summer’s Alison 
Brown Quartet 
performance at _ the 
Cambridge Folk Festival 
lead The Times to declare 
“...for sheer panache, 
nothing quite matched the 
set by the Alison Brown 
Quartet...she actually 
seemed to have 
discovered something 
original to do with folk. 
The wonder will never 
CEASE 


Brown’s music has also been 


heralded in such 
publications as The Wall 


Street Journal, The Boston 
Globe, The Halifax 
Chronicle, and The New 
York Times. 


Tickets for the ALISON 
BROWN QUARTET 
are $25.00 and are 
available by calling the 
Arden Theatre Box 
Office at 459-1542 or 
Ticketmaster charge-by- 
phone at 451-8000. The 
Arden Theatre is located 
at 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, Alberta. 


Sponsors: CKUA, 
Edmonton Journal, City 
of St. Albert, Canadian 
Heritage, Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts 
and Canada Council. 


October 30 
7:30 PM 


ital checked 


¥ “Their voices caress the audience with spine-tingling 
harmonies so tight that one voice blends into the other, 
creating a sound at once haunting and seadutive.” 

~ The Montreal Gazette 


‘they sing a mean torch song, the ballads are 
haunting, the rich voices are supported by lean, 
inventive, muscular arrangements.” 

~The Globe & Mail 


*.d suspect the Wyrd Sisters 
are on their way to 
significant stardom 
in this country...” 
~ Peter Gzowski, 
Former Host 
CBC “Morningside” 


Call 459-1542 


o ticketmaster 
www.ardentheatre.co 
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“LT Enjoy Being a???” 


Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, HIV and Alberta 
Minister of Learning 
or...Not in My Schools. 


By Robert Wm Smith 
HIV Edmonton 


A call came in this week from a woman who shared how a 12- 
year-old individual is living the life of someone of the opposite 
sex. Though very willing to be supportive, the family is in 
crisis. The urgent question is why this 12-year-old child was 
hiding the personal crisis they were going through and took it 
onto themselves to come up with the remedy. 


The remedy was a brilliant ruse that put them at extreme risk; 
risk of violence, and risk of social scorn because, and only 
because, to them, anything else was a lie. They fooled their 
schools, their neighbourhood chums and their love interest; 
and the ruse was unravelling. 


Yesterday, I received acall from a social worker who is trying 
to help the school deal with the crisis they find themselves in. 
This child is going through an identity crisis that is being 
reinforced by the very bigotry and discrimination that puts our 
youth at risk for HIV. Our 12 year old child acted out their life 
to the best of their capacity to do so. The tragedy is their 
courage may cost them dearly. How similar to the route taken 
by those contracting HIV. 


In September 2003, Health Canada came out with the 
“Canadian Youth, Sexual Health & HIV/AIDS Study, 2002”, 
Boyce, W., Doherty, M., Fortin, C., MacKinnon ,D. The 
study covered the sexual practices and knowledge of risk 
behaviours for HIV/AIDS in students in grades 7, 9, and 11 
comparing the results to a similar study conducted in 1989. 
The stark reality is that there is a growing apathy in youth 
when it comes to HIV and sexually transmitted infections. 
More disturbingly, the report points out the lack of sexual 
health education in our school systems on a national level. 


Some stats: 
Number of hours spent learning about Human 
Sexuality/Puberty/Birth Control over the past two 
school years. 
Gr. 7 
Gr. 9 
Gr.11 

No Hours 
17% 
8% 
11% 

1 — 2 Hours 
39% 
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22% 

26% 

Number of hours spent learning about HIV/AIDS over 
the past two school years 


No Hours 
27% 
14% 
14% 

1 — 2 Hours 
39% 
35% 
38% 


These numbers speak volumes, yet 62% of the grade 9 
students surveyed stated that they get the majority of their 
information on HIV/AIDS in their schools. Given the 
numbers above, these issues are obviously only touched on 
and one can presume that much of the language used was 
equally vague and ambiguous. 


Given the number of instruction hours on these topics, it can be 
safely assumed that there was little more than a rudimentary 
glance at sexual orientation and identity, if any. The study tells 


usein fact, that-23% of 
heterosexual and 28% of 
declared gay/bisexual males 
in grade 11 would have sex 
without a condom. 


It’s not difficult to fathom where 
some of this sexual ignorance 
comes from. The study shows 
that only 24% of boys and 10% of 
the girls in grade 11 feel free to 
talk openly about sex with their 
father while 25% of boys and 
35% of girls talk openly with 
their mother. 


In a presentation to the recent 
Canadian Sex Research Forum 
held in Edmonton on the 
September 12 and 13, Dr 
Maryanne Doherty, and one of 
the lead researchers on the Health 
Canada study, told of some of the 


barriers the research team faced 
in trying to get this study 
completed within the multiple 
levels of restrictions placed on 
them by the school boards across 
Canada. To emphasis these 
barriers Dr. Doherty reminded 
us of Dr. Lyle Oberg’s reaction 
when confronted by the media 
about this study. Alberta’s 
Minister of Learning stated that 
there was no way he was going to 
let his grade 7 child be exposed 
to the kind of questionnaire used 
in this study. 


Oberg’s comment was to have 
far reaching consequences on the 
outcome of the study. There 
were 11,135 students who 
participated across Canada. Of 
this vast number only 112 were 
from the Province of Alberta and 
only 9 were grade 7 students. 


Compare these numbers to the 
combined participation of 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba of 
470 grade 7 students or 
Newfoundland with 746. It is 
surprising that British 
Columbia had the second lowest 
participation rate (50) in the 
study in Canada. 


This head in the sand 
approach is exactly why we 
have the apathy, and level of 
ignorance we are witnessing 
in the data presented in this 
study. This head in the sand 
approach to our children’s 
health is also why a 12-year- 
old child would go to such 
extremes to live their own 
truth. The study also shows 
that this individual certainly 


WE RE FIGHTING FOR 


FREEDOM 


OF 


JoIn EDMONTONIANS FoR CHOICE 


DANCE To THE NOMADS 
AT THE GALA FUND RAISING EVEN 


Friday October 17 
Sawmill Banquet and 


Catering Facility 
3840 — 76 Avenue 
Cocktails: 5:00pm 


Silent Auction: 5:00pm — 


Dinner: 6:30pm 
Live Auction: 8:00pm 
Dance: 9:00pm 


EDMONTONIANS 


7:30pm 


For tickets call 


444-0125 


pice! 


www.edmforchoice.com 


is not alone in their personal 
crisis, citing that 4% of grade 
11 males and 6% of females 
reported wishing they had 
been born the opposite sex. 
In Alberta that would translate 
to 2 of the boys and 3 of the 
girls in the 51 grade 11 
students questioned. 


The latest Alberta Health and 
Wellness numbers on new 
HIV infections tell us that 
approximately 25% of all new 
infections are in the youth 
population between the ages 
of 15 and 29, and over 60% 
are gay/bisexual men. A 
contributing factor 
responsible for the continued 
presence of youth is how much 
they will risk in order to be 
who they know they are. 
Contracting HIV is not a 
choice as much as a 
consequence; and _ that 
consequence is a result of not 
having societal and legal 
permission to experience their 
sexuality inanon-threatening 
environment. It isssa 
consequence of not having the 
information it takes to make 
good decisions in ones 
behaviour. 


Gay/bisexual youth are atrisk 
of more than HIV. The impact 
on their lives of systemic 
discrimination will continue 
the cycle of risk they wager 
even to suicide. Consider for 
a moment that none of us was 
raised to be homosexual, not 
one of us. We, as were our 
siblings, were brought up to 
go forth and multiply. No 
other consideration was 
offered. Gay and lesbian kids 
do not enjoy dating rituals; 
they don’t get to form 
sanctioned bonds with 
members of their own sex. 
They don’t get to publicly 
swoon when a “dream boat” 
passes by. The only get to 
hide their feelings, their 
sexual inclinations, their 
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Not Your 
Average 
Poster 
Boy 


Rick Stuart 


Astride his beloved 
Harley, with his shaved 
head, longish goatee and 
leather vest, Rick Stuart 
looks like he’d be more at 
home at a gathering of 
motorcyclists than at a 
prostate cancer support 
group meeting. 


And that in fact is the case. 
Rick had always thought 
of prostate cancer as an 
“old man’s disease,” so his 
encounter with the illness 
was very much 
unexpected. “I was only 
46 at the time and I didn’t 
have any of the normal 
symptoms you _ hear 
about,” explains the 49- 
year-old from Quesnel, 
B.C. However, arecurrent 
burning sensation after sex 
led Rick to his family 
doctor for a DRE, “which 
just about sent me through 
the roof,” he recalls. The 
first suspected cause was 
prostatitis. When things 
didn’t improve after a 
round of antibiotics and 
when the PSA test came 
back elevated, Rick went 
for a biopsy. Six weeks 
later he was on his way to 
Calgary for a radical 
prostatectomy. 


That was in May of 2001. 
Rick is currently enjoying 
good health. “This hasn’t 
stopped me from doing 
anything,” he says. “I’m 
still working at the pulp 
and paper mill and I still 
work out three times a week. 
I lift weights, hit the heavy 
bag and do lots of sit-ups.” 
And he still likes to ride. In 
fact, Rick and his brother, 
Gary, are going to head out 
to tour Vancouver Island 


and the Okanagan Valley 
this summer. Next year they 
plan to trek down to Sturgis, 
South Dakota for the 
biggest motorcycle rally in 
the world. “My experience 
has given me a new 
appreciation for life and, 
for me, life is all about 
moving,” he says. 
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However, Rick takes 
nothing for granted, 
knowing that the thought, 
at least, of prostate cancer 
may be part of his life for 
some time to come. “They 
tell me that this cancer can 
come back at any time,” he 
says. “It’s not like other 
cancers where after five 
years clear they say you’re 
cured.” Rick also lives with 
the memory that his father 
died of prostate cancer. 


That’s why Rick wants to 
do his bit to spread the 
word about early detection. 
One day, while surfing the 
Internet looking for 
information, Rick 
stumbled on the Canadian 
Prostate Cancer Network 
website and noticed the ad 
for poster boys. “I thought, 
Oh man, I don’t look like 
any of these guys. I’m not 


exactly what you’d expect 
to see on a prostate cancer 
poster.” Thinking his image 
might help drive the 
message home to younger 
men, Rick contacted 
CPCN. They dispatched a 
local photographer to take 
some shots and the result is 
the very striking photo you 
see here, 


“T’m willing to do whatever it 
takes to get the message out,” 


atie Winders: 


Stuart says. “I take every 
opportunity to encourage my 
friends and fellow workers to 
get themselves checked out. If 
I had my way, I'd get on 
national television and scream 
the message: Just get the 
friggin’ test!” Rick Stuart’s 
face and testimony, along with 
those of many other Canadian 
men, should help raise prostate 
cancer awareness to another 
level, and just might save a 
few lives in the process. 


Curling With 
Pride 

Kicks 

off New 
Season 


Winter is settling in and with 
the cold weather the question 
arises, “What does a girl do 
with her Friday nights?” The 
answer is simple, “Curl!!” 
Curling With Pride invites 
everyone to the Shamrock 
Curling Club, 9330-80 Ave., 
Friday nights at 9 o’clock. 


Don’t have a broom ora slider 
- no problem the club has 
loaner equipment in addition 
to a complete pro-shop. 


Come as a team or come as a 
single, either way we will do 


our best to make you feel 
fabulous on the ice! 

Youcry, Ihave never curled or 
at least not since Junior High 
School!” Again nota problem, 
league fees entitle you to 
practice ice at no extra cost. 
Our senior curlers are 
organizing no-cost curling 
clinics to polish old skills while 
learning new 
techniques. 

Best of all we have 
a party like none 
otherin Edmonton. 
This year Curling 
With Pride co- 
hosts the 
Deve. breaker 
Bom sipatcenie 
November 7-9, 
with Northern 
Chaps. Leather 
and kilts will be the 
Ordéren Olmwetne 
weekend. 


The Icebreaker 

Weekend kicks off Friday night 
with a private Registration 
Party at Woody’s, featuring 


Drag Races, Kareoke, and 
Let’s Make ‘Em Squeal! 
Saturday morning starts 
with breakfast at the 
Shamrock Curling Club for 
spectators and curlers, then 
curlers take to the ice. 


Spectators have their 
choice of watching curling 


or attending Tops to 
the Basics, 


Bottoms; 


leather workshop hosted by 
Mr. Edmonton Leather, Scott 
Bryen. Saturday night is the 
beg dance at the Hellenic Hall, 
9 until 1. Inthe spirit of Queer 
as Folk there will be games 
and a light show. Sunday the 
bonspiel concludes with a 
second day of curling, dinner, 
piping by the Big Rock Pipers, 
and an awards ceremony. 
Curlers and Leathermen/ 
women join forces one last 
time on Sunday night for a 
Survivors Party at Buddy’s. 
Northern Chaps is offering 
Weekend Leather Packages. 
Curling with Pride is offering 
Bonspiel and Spectator 
packages. Dance tickets 
available at B&D Emporium. 
For more information visit: 
http://members.shaw.ca/ 
curlingwithpride 

hep (tele Die eee, 
n.chaps.illusioncomputers.com/ 
default.htm 
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Recognized Community Builders 


Alcoholics 
Anonymous 


AA is a fellowship of 
men and women who 
share their experience, 
strength and hope with 
each other that they may 
solve their common 
problem and help others 
to recover from 
alcoholism. The only 
requirement for 
membership is a desire to 
stop drinking. Call 424- 
5900 for times and places 
of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


Bi-Sexual Support 
Group 


The Bi-Sexual Support 
Group meets on a 
monthly basis to talk 
about issues surrounding 
the Bisexual Community. 

-Contact GLCCE for more 
information at (780) 488- 
3234. 


Dignity Edmonton 


This Edmonton chapter is 
a support community for 
gay and lesbian Catholics 
and friends. Contact 
Bernard at 451-1794 or 
Joseph at 481-4218 


Edmonton Prime 
Timers 


We are a chapter of Prime 
Timers Worldwide, an 
international social 
organization for mature 
gay and bisexual men and 
their younger friends 
over 21. Our activities 


include: theatre nights, 
video nights, pub nights, 
Sunday brunches, and 
dining out. We meet the 
second Sunday of every 
month (except July and 
August) at 3:00 PM at the 
Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton (12530 110 
Ave.) for a social period, 
a guest speaker, and an 
optional supper at a 
restaurant. For more 
information, contact 
Peter at 426-7019, or 
better yet...join us at our 
monthly meeting. 


Edmonton Rainbow 
Business Association 
(ERBA) 


Gay men and Lesbians in 
business and our non-gay 
friends; Join us ...share 
your business knowledge, 
learn more, make new 
friends, network ... in 
positive, proud space 
where being yourself is 
the norm. Call Bill 
Faulkner for more 
information at 422-6207. 
Membership $25.00/yr. 


Edmonton Vocal 
Minority 


Women and men of all 
sexual orientations 


dedicated to sharing and — 


preserving the cultural 
heritage of the queer 
community. Everyone is 
welcome to join this 
mixed voice choir as 
either a singer or a 
support member. Come 
and sing your pride! For 
information: Telephone: 
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(780) 479.2038, E-mail: 
evm @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca, 
on the web at: http:// 
www.planet.eon.net/ 
~toocute/evm/, or write 
to PO Box 12091, Main 
Post Office Edmonton, 
AB TS5J 3L2. 


Gay & Lesbian 
Centre 


Providing Resources, 
Referrals and Support to 
all members of the 
general public regarding 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Issues. 
Suite 45, 9912 - 106 
Street, Edmonton, 
Alberta, (780) 488-3234. 
WebPages with more 
information at http:// 
edmc.net/glcce/ 


HIV Edmonton 


HIV Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all 
those organizations in 
Alberta and across the 
country who are working 
to help limit the spread of 
HIV infection. HIV 
Edmonton utilizes a best 
practices Harm 
Reduction approach in 
Health Promotion, 
Advocacy and Support, 
as well as, maintaining an 
extensive Resource 
Centre for use by health 
practitioners, health 
promoters, community 
organizations and those 
infected and affected by 
HIV. For more 
information on the 
activities of HIV 
Edmonton, please call 


(780) 488-5742 or 
contact us by email at 
mail @hivedmonton.com. 
Visit our Website at 
HIV Edmonton http:// 
www.hivedmonton.com/ 


Illusions Social Club 


A social club for Cross- 
dressers, Transsexuals 
and their supporters. 
We hold two socials 
each month, one on the 
second Thursday and 
one on the third 
Saturday. For more 
information, write to 
Illusions Social Club. 
Box 356, Main Post 
Office, Edmonton, AB, 
T5J 2J6. Phone: 424- 
2685 to talk to someone 
person to person. 


Imperial Sovereign 
Court of the Wild 
Rose 


The mission of the 
Court is to raise funds 
for charities and other 
organizations, which 
provide direct services 
to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Meetings 
of the Society are held 
at 8 PM on the last 
Wednesday of the 
month at the Garage. 
Our e-mail is: 
wildrosecourt @ yahoo.com. 
Visit our Website is at: 
Wild Rose Court http:// 


www.geocities.com/ 
wildrosecourt/ 


ICARE Interfaith 
Centre for AIDS/ 


HIV Resources & 
Education 


Formerly Interfaith 
Association on AIDS, 
the purpose of ICARE is 
to enhance the well- 
being of people affected 
by HIV by offering 
resources and 
opportunities for 
education to service 
providers and 
communities. You can 
contact us at 780-448- 
1768 or by e-mail at 
icare @ oanet.com 


Lambda Christian 
Community Church 


We are a non- 
denominational Christian 
church providing a safe 
and healing space for 
Edmonton’s gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and 
transgendered Christians 
and their friends. 11148- 
84 Avenue (Garneau 
United Place) Edmonton, 
T6G OV8. Call 474- 
0753. Weekly Sunday 
service at 7 p. m. e-mail 
at 
lambdachurch@shaw.ca 


Living Positive 


Emotional, spiritual and 
psychological support is 
available through Living 
Positive to all those 
affected by HIV 
infection. We offer 
strong, loving, 
confidential support. We 
also meet weekly and 
share our mutual 
experiences. Living 
Positive is entirely 
directed by and for 
people who share a 


common diagnosis of 
HIV+. Peer counselling, 
hospital visits and a 
speakers bureau are also 
available through our 
society. Phone 488-5768 
or e-mail: 

livepos @telusplanet.net. 


Lutherans Concerned: 
Edmonton 


We are a spiritual 
community for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and straight 
people. Lutherans 
Concerned gathers 
monthly for worship, 
sharing, and friendship. 
We offer individual 
support and a safe space 
for our own spiritual 
questions. Call 426-0905, 
or write P.O. Box 11095, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 
e-mail: 
lylemillang @ powersurfr.com 


Making Waves Swim 
Club (MWSC) 


Open to all who are 
interested in lane 
swimming in a Masters 
club, we provide coaching 
to all levels of swimmers 
- those wishing to learn, 
those wishing to improve 
stroke technique and 
those wishing to train 
competitively. Drop in 
opportunity gives you 
flexibility to match your 
schedule. We swim at 
Bonnie Doon Leisure 
Centre, 8648 - 81 Street, 
Edmonton from 
September to June. Our 
members enjoy numerous 
social events arranged by 
the club. Please feel free 
to contact us to find out 
more information: 


Contact us at: 1. 
WebPages: http:// 
www.geocities.com/ 


makingwaves edm/ 
home.htm. 2. E-mail: 


makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 
3. Phone: Warren 780- 


920-2847. 4. Attend a 
practice - your first swim 
is free! 


Northern Chaps 


Edmonton’s Leather - 
Fetish club for Gay, 
Lesbian, and straight 
men and women was 
established sixteen years 
ago. We strike to educate 
the rest of the 
community through 
workshops, staged 
demonstrations and 
events in order to 
heighten awareness. 
Northern Chaps meets 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
of each month. E-mail us 
at: 


Northemchaps @telusplanet.net 


Northern Titans 


We bow] every year 
from September till 
April, and you do not 
have to belong to a 
team to join - just show 
up. We have bowlers 
whose skills range 
from beginner to 
average - and we will 
give the new people 
pointers to improve 
their skills. The cost is 
$15 (students $10) for 
three games of bowIl- 
ing. We have a lot of 
fun socializing during 
bowling and afterwards 
most of us go out for 
supper. It is an excel- 


lent way to get to 
know people. Northern 
Titans bowls at Gate- 
way Rec. Centre, 100 
3414 Gateway Blvd 
Edmonton. For more 
information call Peter 
at 483-1075 - Or email 
at 


nothartians edooim@ydioooom 
OUTreach 


OUTreach is a 
university-based 
organization for gays, 
lesbians and bisexuals 
interested in an 
academic atmosphere. 
Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. at 
the Second Cup on 
campus. Topics vary 
from week to week. 
Additional information 
is available by e-mail: 
outreach @ ualberta.ca. 
They also have a 
WebPages at OUTreach 
U of A http:// 
www.ualberta.ca/ 
~outreach 


Ready - Set — Square! 


Brand new caller, brand 
new location. Square 
dancing every 
Wednesday 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Singles, couples, 
beginners & experienced 
dancers are all welcome. 
Proud member of the 
International 
Association of Gay 
Square Dance Clubs. 
For more information 
including location and 
times call: 433-3068 or 
email: 


readysetsquare @hotmail.com. 
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Yours, Mine, Ours 
and Us 


Yours, Mine Ours and 
Us is a GLBT Parenting 
group, this group is for 
pier support of other 
GLBT parents and their 
friends. For information 
please call Garry at 
780-426-6311. 


Youth Understanding 
Youth 


We meet every Saturday 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Gay and Lesbian Centre 
of Edmonton, Suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. A 
social support group for 
anyone under the age of 
25 years. For more 
information, or to give 
your input, e-mail: 
yuyedm @hotmail.com. 
Our WebPages are at 
Youth Understanding 
Youth http:// 


www.virtue.nu/yuy/ 


Visions - Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton 


We are an open, liberal 
religious community that 
value diversity and 
celebrate our Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgendered members. 
With us, you are 
encouraged with open 
mind and heart to form 
your own set of personal 
beliefs. Sunday services 
at 9:30am and 11:15am. 
12530 - 110 Avenue Ph. 
454-8073. For more 
information, call Mike at 
482-6582. 


Womonspace 


We are a social and 
recreational society for 
lesbians in Edmonton. 
We hold monthly dances 
and other activities. Look 
for our monthly 
newsletter around town, 
or phone 482-1794. Visit 
our WebPages at 
Womonspace http:// 


www.gaycanada.com/ 
womonspace/ 


Regional 
Organizations 


Grande Prairie 


Gay and Lesbian 
Community, Box 1492, 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 
4Z3. E-mail: 


gpgayorg @hotmail.com 
Out North 


Box 2827, Yellowknife, 
NT., X1A 2R2, Phone 
line: 867-669-7279. 
WebPages: http:// 


www.yellowknife.com/ 
ptartan/outnorth.htm E- 


mail:out_north99@hotmail.com 


If you want 
your group 
updated 
or listed 
please 
e-mail: 


times10 @telusplanet.net 


Support of Same-sex 
Marriage Growing 


National Organization Has Chapters in Every Province and Territory 


1.3 million e-mail messages supporting same-sex marriage sent to 
MPs in one week. 


Ottawa - In their first two weeks of operations, Canadians for Equal 
Marriage have been overwhelmed by the amount of support shown 
across the country for passage of federal same-sex marriage 
legislation. 


In the one week they have had their website running, 1.3 million e- 
mail messages of support have been sent to MPs through their site. 
Many of the individuals composed heart-felt personal messages 
calling for equal treatment for gays and lesbians, some choose the 
pre-written messages regarding either equality, human rights or 
inclusion. 


Canadians for Equal Marriage (www.equal-marriage.ca), is a broad- 
based national campaign, formed to support the passage of equal 
marriage legislation for same-sex couples. The coalition was born 
with the active involvement of many groups and individuals, including 
Egale Canada, the United Church of Canada, the Canadian Federation 
of Students, the Canadian Labour Congress, the Metropolitan 
Community Church, CUPE and PFLAG Canada (Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays). 


In its two-week existence, Canadians for Equal Marriage have 
formed local chapters in over 35 towns and cities. The campaign is 
working closely with the Quebec based organization Coalition 
québécoise pour le mariage civil des couples de méme sexe which 
has been active since 1998. The campaign is engaged in grassroots 
lobbying, public education, media activities and political mobilizing. 


For more information NATIONALLY: 

Bob Gallagher, CFEM National Coordinator: 416-456-4043 cell; 
613-230-1043 office 

Laurie Arron, CFEM Political Coordinator: 416-972-7481 
Cicely McWilliam, CFEM Outreach Coordinator: 416-972-7481 
cell: 416.705.7578 


Winnipeg: Brad Taylor-West, 204.452.2304 

Winnipeg: Michelle Ritchot, 204.478.1370 

Regina: Donna Smith, 306.757.9292 Calgary: Stephen Lock, 
403.708.5302 

Edmonton: Murray Billet, 780.482.7421 

Medicine Hat: Richard Gregory, 403.529.3967 

Red Deer: Andrew McDonald, 403.343.4681 


British Colombia: 
Vancouver: Craig Maynard, 604.790.8751 
Prince George: Theresa Healy, 250.690.6052 
Victoria: Robin Roberts, 250.477.2751 
Wendy Young, 250.562.8210 


Northern Canda: 

Iqualuit: Allison Brewer, 867.975.1561 
Whitehorse: Kelly-Anne Malcomson, 867.393.3018 
Yellowknife: Don Babey, 867.920.2777 ext. 311 


Coming 
Out 


Well there are so many coming 
out stories these days that I 
suppose mine isn’t much 
different to the rest but here 
goes anyway! 


I knew I was gay from the age 
of about twelve but like most 
young people I went througha 
stage of confusion where I 
thought it might just go away 
if I didn’t think about it or 
tried to concentrate on girls. I 
also went through a stage of 
feeling guilty for thinking of 
other guys in that way because 
I felt it was something that 
was wrong — probably because 
it was something that wasn’t 
discussed very often and when 
it was ever mentioned it was 
in derogatory forms. So I 
decided the best way for now 
was to keep my feelings to 
myself, and see what 
developed. 


Throughout school in religious 
education and social education 
homosexuality was discussed 
very little and the only mention 
I can remember it being given 
was in sex education. Buteven 
then the most that was said 
about it was that some people 
were attracted to members of 
the same sex, nothing more. 
At that point when I was 
probably about fifteen I didn’t 
really know of any other gay 
people which didn’t help me 
because I had that ‘I’m the 
only one feeling‘ that a lot of 
people feel. Then later on in 
secondary school some people 
came out and this made my 
own feelings about telling 
someone resurface. 


By this time I knew that a few 
people suspected that I was 
gay but I still didn’t want to 
come out because I was scared 
I would get a lot of hassle — 
schools aren’t generally known 
as being the most gay friendly 
of places! The next step was 
when I got involved with one 
of the out guys at my school — 
nothing serious just casual 
flirting and a bit more! 
However because I still wasn’t 


out I felt more and more 
awkward being around the 
out gay guys at school and 
sometimes I even tried to 
avoid them. I found out later 
that the guy I had got 
‘involved‘ with had told 
some other people about me 
and what we had done but 
most of them didn’t believe 
him. He didn’t do it in a 
nasty way and I don’t hold 
anything against him because 
in a way it gave me the 
courage to tell people myself. 


School finished and 
university started and I 
hadn’t really came out yet- 
but by this time it was 
something I really wanted to 
do. I started by dropping 
hints to a mate at university 
who had also been at my 
school. She picked up on 
them easily (they weren’t 
very subtle!) and she was 
cool about it. This positive 
reaction gave me courage to 
tell some of my other friends. 
So I did. The first I told in a 
pub when nobody else was 
about, she took it very well 
and I was so relieved when 
she said she was fine about 


Gn CODE WE MIM you sinking, 


te watched You fade CUNY. 


Hou faced your Cask uth COUMAGE, 


your spirit did not bend. 


Grd still you hop on fighting 


until the very ond. 


Ged sas you getting lived, 
when a cure was not to be. 
So he put his arms around you, 
and whispered" come with me" 
So when we saw you slecping, 
so peaceful, free from pain. 
We could not wish you back, 
lo. suffer that again. 


it. Then I told some other of 
my close mates from school 
—I started with the girls first 
because I was dreading telling 
male friends. All the girls 
took it well although they 
were quite shocked and had 
never suspected at all! Then 
it came to telling my male 
friends. 


The two that mattered the 
most were two of my best 
mates from school. The first 
was a guy that I saw every 
week (we went to the football 
together etc) and I thought I 
would tell him- I had no idea 
what reaction I would get. I 
tried dropping subtle hints 
again but he wasn’t the 
quickest of guys! One hint 
was a message I got from a 
mate asking, ‘hi ya! Did u 
pull any David Beckham 
look-alikes last night? ‘Don’t 
ask me why itjust didn’tclick 
with him! Then after the 
match one day we were sitting 
in the pub and I took the 
plunge, I said “do you mind if 
I’m gay? ‘ To which he 
replied, “who’s gay? ‘. I said 
I was and he said, ‘are you? 
Oh right! So you wanting 
another pint? ‘ And 
everything wenton as normal. 
Everything was fine and he 
even asked what football 
players I fancied- it was such 
a big relief! The second one 
was more difficult- i had 
known him for much longer, 
probably since were about 6 
years old and although I 
actually thought he wouldn’t 
mind it seemed much harder. 
In the end I chickened out 
and he went to another city 
for the start of the new term. 
SoI did it by email instead. It 
seems the longest 24 hours I 
had known waiting on him 
replying but reply he did and 
he said he was shocked but it 


(Cont’d on next page) 
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Coming Out 


was no problem whatsoever 
with him! 


So now that all my friends 
knew and were cool about it I 
felt much better about myself. 
I know its one of the most 
clichéd and overused sayings 
about coming out but it really 
was like a weight being lifted 
off my shoulders. But now I 
had to deal with telling the 
parents - I became 
increasingly worried about 
them finding out through 
other people and it got to the 
stage where I had to do 
something. I couldn’t think 
of any way else to do it 
because I certainly didn’ tjust 
wantto sit down and tell them. 
Soone night when I was away 
at a mate’s house for a party 
I left some issues of the ‘gay 
times‘ at the bottom of my 
wardrobe for them to find. I 
was dreading going home that 
night but when I eventually 


did my parents were already 
in bed. I went to the wardrobe 
to check and I knew they had 
been looked at because they 
were in a different order. So 
I could only go to bed and 
wait for morning. In the 
morning nothing was said so 
I figured a) they were fine 
about it and didn’t want to 
say anything or b) they 
weren’t fine with it and were 
trying to ignore it. 


A few weeks went by and still 
nothing was said so I didn’t 
know what to think. The 
anxiety grew and grew until 
one day when I was out with 
my parents fora drive I hada 
panic attack. It was the 
scariest moment of my life 
because I didn’t know what 
was happening. My parents 
were obviously worried too 
and they got me home as 
quickly as possible. Once 
there I calmed myself down 
and finally got to sleep. The 
next day I was still worried 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmonton 


We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 

Biweekly 

Monthly 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3258 
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but went out for a walk — I 
had another panic attack. This 
time my dad took me to the 
doctors and she explained all 
about them that made me feel 
a lot better. Then later when 
my dad took me home he sat 
down and told me if it was 
anything to do with those 
magazines. I said yes. 


We had a big discussion if I 
was gay and all about what it 
meant. Then he went to pick 
my mum up from her work. 
He told her everything on the 
way back. Then when they 
got home the discussions 
continued. My dad just 
couldn’t believe it and my 
mum was very upset- they 
went through all the usual 
questions etc how long had I 
felt this way, who else knew, 
why did I feel this way. Atthe 
end of the discussion they 
basically didn’t believe I was 
gay and thought that I was a) 
just going through a phase, b) 
had been brainwashed into 
thinking this way or c) 
copying what I had seen or 
heard. We stopped the 
discussion after a while 
because everyone was getting 
too upset. And we said we 
would discuss it more the next 
day that we did. These 
discussions went on for the 
month or so and they 
gradually grew to accept that 
it wasn’t a phase and that I 
hadn’t been brainwashed into 
thinking this way. At one 
stage we talked about going 
to see a youth worker that we 
could all talk to and would 
help my parents come to terms 
with the situation. In the end 
we didn’t and my parents 
realised they just had to 
accept it. 


Then I had to let my 
brother know what was go- 
ing on. I had no idea how 
he would react to the news 
I was gay and my mum 


asked if I wanted her to tell 
him which I did. Since he 
wasn’t living at home any- 
more I didn’t see him until 
a few days later. He sat me 
down and told me he knew 
everything of what had 
been going on and he told 
me it was perfectly fine with 
him. So after the trouble 
coming out to my parents 
that was a relief to hear. As 
the weeks passed into 
months they still asked 
questions every so often but 
then went through a stage 
where they just didn’t ask 
about that part of my life. 
They knew I had gay mates 
and that I went about with 
them to pubs and clubs etc 
but they didn’t ask too 
much about it. However 
they began to ask just gen- 
eral questions about my 
mates as parents usually do 
and it seems they have be- 
come more relaxed about 
the whole thing. I suppose 
it takes time for people to 
adapt to something that has 
never even entered their 
thoughts before and it must 
be hard for them too. 


So on the whole my coming 
out was full of twists and turns 
and ups and downs and this 
will be mirrored in many other 
peoples stories of their own 
coming out. But although 
there were hard times it has 
certainly been worth it and I 
have finally been able just to 
be myself without having to 
hide a part of my life thatis so 
important to me. So foranyone 
thinking about coming out just 
take your time and think it 
through before you act. It’s 
hard to know how people will 
react but if they are your true 
friends and you have a good 
family then they will accept 
you for whatever you are. 
Good luck! 


cance WORSHeL leat WorkShO 


November 7, 8, 9 


Fri. Registration Party @ Woody's 9 til close 


Sat. Bonspiel at Shamrock Curling Club 
Tops to Bottoms Workshop: Mr. Edmonton Leather: 
Scott Bryen 


Sat. Night Dance - Hellenic Hall 
Sunday Survivor Party @ Buddy's 
Prizes and Games Every Night!! 


registration information 
members shaw .ca/cuniingwithpride/ 
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You and Your Funny Bone..:) 


By Special Request 


(Laura Schlessinger is a US radio 
personality who dispenses advice to 
people who call in to her radio show. 
Recently, she said that, as an observant 
Orthodox Jew, - ‘Homosexuality is an 
abomination according to Leviticus 
18:22, and cannot be condoned in any 
circumstance’. The following is an open 
letter to. Laura penned bya US resident, 
which was posted on the Internet.) 


Dear. Laura 

Thank you for doing so much to educate 
people regarding God’s Law. I have 
learned a great deal from your show, 
and try to share that knowledge with as 
many people as I can. When someone 
tries to defend the homosexual 
lifestyle, forexample, I simply remind 
them that Leviticus 18:22 clearly states 
it to be an abomination. End of debate. 
I do need some advice from you, 
however, regarding some of the other 
specific laws and how to follow them. 


When I burn a bull on the altar as a 
sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing 
odour for the Lord - Lev. 1:9. The 
problem is my neighbours. They claim 
the odour is not pleasing to them. 
Should I smite them? 


I would like to sell my daughter into 
slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7. 
In this day and age, what do you think 
would be a fair price for her? 


I know that I am allowed no contact 
witha woman while she is in her period 
of menstrual uncleanness - Lev. 15:19- 
24. The problem is, how do I tell? I 
have tried asking, but most women 
take offence. 


Lev. 25:44 states that I may indeed 
possess slaves, both male and female, 
provided they are purchased from 
neighbouring nations. A friend of mine 
claims that this applies to Mexicans, 
but not Canadians. Can you clarify’? 
Why can’t I own Canadians? 
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I have a neighbour who insists on 
working on the Sabbath. Exodus 35:2 
clearly states he should be put to death. 
Am I morally obligated to kill him 
myself? 


A friend of mine feels that even though 
eating shellfish is an abomination - 
Lev. 11:10, it is a lesser abomination 
than homosexuality. 1 don’tagree. Can 
you settle this? 


Lev. 21:20 states that I may not 
approach the altar of God if I have a 
defect in my sight. I have to admit that 
I wear reading glasses. Does my vision 
have to be 20/20, or is there some 
wiggle room here? 


Most of my male friends get their hair 
trimmed, including the hair around 
their temples, even though this is 
expressly forbidden by Lev. 19:27. 
How should they die? 


I know from Lev. 11:6-8 that touching 
the skin of a dead pig makes me 
unclean, but may I still play football if 
I wear gloves? 


My uncle has a farm. He violates Lev. 
19:19 by planting two different crops 
in the same field, as does his wife by 
wearing garments made of two 
different kinds of thread (cotton/ 
polyester blend). He also tends to curse 
and blaspheme a lot. Is it really 
necessary that we go to all the trouble 
of getting the whole town together to 
stone them? - Lev. 24:10-16.Couldn’t 
we just burn them to death at a private 
family affair like we do with people 
who sleep with their in-laws? (Lev. 
20:14) 


I know you have studied these 
things extensively, so I am 
confident you can help. Thank 
you again for reminding us that 
God’s word is eternal and 
unchanging. Your devoted 
disciple and adoring fan. Jim” 


Marriage is a great institution, 
but I’m not ready for an 
institution. — Mae West 


To good to be true! 


A guy receives an ad in the mail for a 
golf resort where everything costs one 
dollar. He jumps at the offer and heads 
off for a weekend of fun in the sun. He 
arrives and plays around of golf. It cost 
him a buck. When he goes for dinner 
that evening, it costs him another buck. 
His room is only a buck a day! The day 
before he’s to check out, he heads out to 
play a last round and stops by the pro 
shop and charges a sleeve of three balls 
to his room. When he’s checking out 
next morning, he looks at the bill and 
sees” Golf: $1.00. Dinner: $1.00. Room: 
$1.00. Sleeve of golf balls:$3,000.00" 
He hits the ceiling! Calling over to the 
manager, he asks, ““Whatis this all about? 
Everything is supposed to cost one 
dollar, and you charged me three 
thousand for three golf balls?” I’m sorry, 
sir,” said the manager, “but you didn’t 
read the fine print in our promotional 
brochure. That’s what our golf balls 
cost.” Well,” said the man, “if I wanted 
to spend that kind of money, I could’ ve 
gone to that luxury hotel across the 
street and paid them a thousand dollars 
a day for a room. At least I would’ ve 
known what I was paying for!” That’s 
right, sir, you could have,” said the 
manager. “Over there they get you by 
the room. Over here we get you by the 
balls!” 


“Always remember you’re 
unique. Just like everyone else.”’- 
Anonymous 


A chance encounter 


I was on Highway 20 out of Montreal 
driving toward Quebec City andI decide 
to stop at a rest stop to use the men’s 


room. The first stall was 
occupied so I went in the 
second. [ am barely sitting 
down when I hear a voice 
from the other stall saying: 
“Hi, how are you?” I’m not 
thes type’ to. start” a 
conversation or fraternize in 
men’s rooms at a rest stop 
but, I don’t know what got 
into me, so I answer, 
somewhat embarrassedly: 
“Not bad!” And the other 
guy says: “So what’s up with 
you?” What a question? At 
that point, I’m thinking this 
is too bizarre so I say: “I’m 
like you, just travelling east! 
“Then I hear the guy say 
nervously... “LISTEN!!! Pl 
have to call you back, there’s 
an idiot in the other stall who 
keeps answering all my 
questions, bye!” 

“Denial ain’t just a river 
in Egypt.” - Mark Twain 
(1835-1910) 


Waiting for Marriage 


A priest was taking a 
shortcut through an alley 
one day and came upon a 
young boy who was 
masturbating. “My son, 
you shouldn’t be doing 
that,” said the priest. “You 
should be saving that for 
when you get married.” 
The embarrassed boy 
hung his head down low 
and simply said, “Yes, 
Father.” About 10 years 
later, the priest was in his 
study when a young man 
in his early twenties came 
in. “Yes, my son?” said 
the priest. “Father, you 
may notremember me, but 
about 10 years ago you 
caught me masturbating 
in an alley, and Ill never 
forget the advice you gave 
then.” “And what was that, 
my son?” “Well, you told 


me that what I was doing 
was wrong and I should 
be saving it for when I 
get married,” said the 
young man. “That 
sounds like something I 
probably would have 
said,” said the priest. 
“Did you take my 
advice: ay Yesuiedids 
Father, but there’s only 
one problem.” “What’s 
that, my son?” “Well, I 
have a55-gallon drum of 
the stuff in the back of 
my pickup truck. Now 
that lam getting married, 
what am I supposed to do 
with it?” 


Mis Communication 


After numerous rounds 
of “We don’t even know 
if Saddam is still alive, 
“Saddam decided to send 
George W.a letter in hi 


ae, Edmonton's most complete gay men's bathhouse. 
Visit us at 9668 Jasper Ave or call us at 422 2581 OPEN 24/7 


own writing to lethim know 
that he is still in the game. 
Bush opened the letter, and 
it appeared to contain a 
coded message: 370HSSV- 
0773H George W. couldn’t 
figure it out so he typed it 
out and emailed it to Donald 
Rumsfeld. Rumsfeld and his 
aides had no clue either so 
they sent it to the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. Noone 
could solve it, so it went to 
the CIA, and then to the 
NSA, the Secret Service, 
and even MIT... the list got 
longer and _ longer. 
Eventually they asked the 
Mossad for help.Captain 
Moishe Pippick took one 
look at it and replied: “Tell 
the President he is looking 
at the message upside 
down.” 
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New 
Yorkers 


Go 
Canadian 


Couples will follow 
former slave route 
to freedom 


By Andy Humm 


A group of New York gay 
and lesbian couples ready 
to tie the knot will travel to 
Toronto on October 30 
with the help of the Civil 
Marriage Trail, a new 
group founded by marriage 
activists Brendan Fay 
(who has already traveled 
to Ontario to wed Tom 
Moulton) and Jan 
Thompson, co-chair of 
Marriage Equality/NY. 
Jesus Lebron, the former 
co-chair of Marriage 
Equality/NY, has also 
played an instrumental role 
in organizing the trip. 


The group takes its 
inspiration from the 
Underground Railroad, the 
route that American slaves 
traveled to gain freedom 
in Canada, and from the 
Freedom Rides of the 
1960s civil rights era. On 
September 16, a panel of 
legal experts and 


community activists laid 
out the ramifications for gay 
and lesbian couples seeking 
same-sex marriage in 
Canada. 


About 50 people seeking 
information about 
Canadian marriage 
attended the event co- 
sponsored by a broad range 
of gay and lesbian rights 
organizations. “On 
Thursday, October 30, the 
bus will leave at 8 p.m. and 
travel by night,” Fay said. 
“The folks in Toronto are 
very excited and are rolling 
out the red carpet.” 


Out gay Toronto City 
Councillor Kyle Rae will 
holda press conference and 
reception for the couples, 
said Fay. Later on, marriage 
licenses will be obtained 
followed the next day by 
civil wedding ceremonies, 
presided over by Harvey 
Brownstone, Canada’s first 
out gay judge. The bus will 
return the married couples 
to New York on Sunday, 
November 5. 


According to Fay, 
Brownstone has waived his 
usual fee out of eagerness 
to unite the American 
couples. There is, however, 
a $100 fee for obtaining a 
license. Call Fay at 718721 
2780 or visit the group’s 
website at 
www.CivilMarriageTrail.or: 


toreserve a spot. Fay shared 


a lesson from his recent 
honeymoon in_ his 
hometown in Ireland, 
where a local newspaper 
covered his and 
Moulton’s union in a 
story, “Drogheda man 
finds his man and his 
marriage license.” Fay 
said that his young 
nephew told his mother 
that when he went to bed 
he had one uncle and 
when he woke up he had 
two. “Children getit,” Fay 
said. 


The tpanel;s three 
attorneys cautioned that 
American gay people 
returning from Canada as 
married spouses should 
prepare themselves for a 
fair amount of rejection, 
even as they expressed 
excitement about the 
opportunity for same-sex 
marriage in Canada. 
When Thompson asked 
the panel whether a 
couple with a Vermont 
civil union should get 
married in Canada, Jay 
Weiser, who advocates 
for same-sex marriage at 
the Association of the 
Bar, said, “We don’t 
know how they intersect,” 
and advised against it. 
“Instead of creating 
certainty, doing both is 
creating uncertainty,” he 
said, especially when it 
comes to divorce. Canada 
requires a yearlong 
residency prior to a 


spouse petitioning for a 
divorce. 


Colleen Meenan, a lesbian 
attorney in_ private 
practice, disagreed that a 
Canadian marriage would 
“implicate,” or undermine, 
getting a civil union in the 
United States, now only 
available in Vermont. “The 
application only asks if 
you ve been married,” she 
said. 

However, if you are 
divorced, Meenan said, 
Canadian officials require 
extra paperwork and “you 
need a Canadian lawyer to 
file it with them.” 


A member of the audience 
asked Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund staff 
attorney Jennifer Middleton 
if gay and lesbian couples 
that obtain a Canadian 
marriage license should 
check off “married” on their 
federal tax returns. Middleton 
cautioned against this, saying 
that such couples “could be 
in for penalties.” Middleton 
said that same-sex spouses 
should file individual tax 
returns and include a note 
stating that, while the 
government does. not 
recognize same-sex marriage, 
the filers are in fact married. 
On applying for employee 
benefits, Weiser said, same- 
sex couples should identify 
themselves as married. 
However, he added, “It 
doesn’t mean that it is going 
to be respected.” 


- Freedom of Choice 
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Middleton said that Lambda 
is interested in tracking how 
same-sex couples are treated 
by various governmental 
entities. She also noted that 
her group will only represent 
clients whose cases are 
promising and not likely to 
set bad case law, which might 
take years to overturn. 
Lambda is focusing on cases 
in states without anti-gay 
marriage laws, such as New 
York and New Jersey, where 
the courts tend to lean in favor 
of LGBT rights. Eventually, 
she said, there will have to be 
a challenge to the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), which several 
panelists agreed was 
unconstitutional. Being a 
federal matter, the law falls 
under the jurisdiction of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which 
very well might uphold the 
law were it challenged. 


The struggles of bi-national 
same-sex couples received 


attention. Meenan noted that 
if a foreign partner residing in 
the United States with a 
visitor’s visa got married in 
Canada, an immigration 
officer might construe that that 
marriage violated the terms 
of such a visa that defines 
residency as a temporary 
status. 


Joe Tarver, the Empire State 
Pride Agenda’s spokesperson, 
announced that his 
organization is undertaking “a 
serious and dedicated effort 
to engage New Yorkers in 
discussions about our 
relationships and why civil 
marriage should be a civil 
right.” 

That effort entails targeting 
state legislators to convince 
them of the inequality borne 
by same-sex couples in New 
York, which does not have 
civil unions. A 
communications campaign of 
the breadth that Tarver 


"Go confidently in the 


discussed would aim to 
inoculate New York against 
passage of a state DOMA. 
The Pride Agenda is also 
seeking New Yorkers who get 
same-sex marriages in 
Canada to share their stories. 
“Even if Lambda decides 
you’re not a good test case, 
youcan help us with the policy 
discussion,” said Tarver. 


Tarver deflected a question 
from veteran activist Jim 
Fouratt on whether the group 
would make support for same- 
sex marriage a “litmus test” 
for the politicians itendorses, 
specifically Democratic 
Senators Hillary Clinton and 
Charles Schumer. Fouratt 
expressed the hope that 
ESPA’s dialogue will help 
“our elected officials do the 
right thing.” Democratic State 
Committeemember Larry 
Moss, whose district includes 
Soho, _ Tribeca, and 
Greenwich Village, attended 
the forum. Moss_ is 


introducing a resolution 
supporting same-sex 
marriage rights at the 
September 22 meeting of the 
party’s state committee in 
Buffalo. The party did not 
support his resolution on civil 
unions until 2002. Moss 
conceded that passing the 
marriage resolution would be 
“difficult.” 


While all the panelists en- 
dorsed same-sex marriage, 
Middleton encouraged the 
forum participants to explore 
the variety of options avail- 
able to the state’s same-sex 
couples for “family order- 
ing,” including domestic 
partnership laws. Meenan 
noted that even in hetero- 
sexual marriages, inequalities 
persist, especially for the less 
economically advantaged 
partner——most often the 
woman—when it comes to a 


divorce or custody battle. 
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Tel Aviv Gay & 
Lesbian 
Community 


The gay and lesbian community of 
Tel Aviv has set up a task force to 
help combat homophobic activity 
perpetrated by members of the Israel 
Police Force. The step comes in the 
wake of an unprecedented surge in 
brutal, unprovoked attacks by police 
officers against homosexuals in Tel 
Aviv, and in light of the apparent 
unwillingness of authorities to 
investigate this activity. 


At a meeting held at the community 
center run by the Agudah, the Israeli 
gay and lesbian Association, 
community members called for 
action in the face of a disturbing 
increase in police violence against 
homosexuals over recent months. 


The emergency meeting was called 
after some 20 homosexuals were 
injured in an unprovoked attack by 
police officers at the city’s 
Independence Park. Although 
complaints have been made about 
similar attacks in the past, most of 
the files have been closed by the 


Police Investigations Unit due to “lack 
of public interest’. 


The community’s rage was directed at 
the nature and severity of the attack, 
calling on the police force to do its job 
and protect the community rather than 
striking out against it. 


The task force, set up as a result of this 
meeting, plans to bring the issue of 
police violence against the gay and 
lesbian community into the public eye, 
whilst at the same time, attempting to 
protect the community against these 
acts. Forthis reason, a volunteer group 
has been set up to patrol the 
Independence Park, armed with digital 
cameras in order to photograph any 
police officer involved in violent 
activity against members of the 
community. The police continue to 
raid the Park on an almost nightly 
basis, but tend to turn away at the sight 
of the cameras. Since the task force 
began patrolling the park, there have 
been no reported attacks. Other parts 
of the city have been less fortunate, 


with violent police activity being: 


reported on a daily basis at the so- 
called “Electricity Park” — a beat 
frequented mostly by rent boys. The 
task force plans to extend its activities 
there as well. 
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“As far as we are concerned, the 
Police are singling us out for special 
treatment,” a spokesman of the 
Agudah, who wished to remain 
unnamed, said. ‘““Who would have 
thought that in Tel Aviv of 2003, 
we would be having to protect 
ourselves against the very people 
who are supposed to be protecting 
us?” Alon Strikovsky, chairman 
of the Agudah, added, “the 
community is responding, but 
slowly. People simply don’t 
believe that something like this 
could happen. And yet we don’t 
have the financial or human 
resources to spread the word fast 
enough or more efficiently. We 
are pleased with the way things are 
going, though it’s all happening on 
a shoestring budget.” 


Apart from the short-term goals of 
raising awareness of homophobic 
police activity and protecting the 
local community, in the long term, 
the Agudah’s sights are set higher. 
“We do not intend to rest until the 
police officers involved in the 
recent spate of beatings are brought 
to justice,” Strikovsky said. “We 
also intend to insist that the entire 
country’s police force undergo 
training seminars given by the 
Agudah’s education wing, 
Choshen, on issues relating to 
homosexuality and gay and lesbian 
rights.” Having said that, some 
members of the community have 
expressed doubts as to whether 
these goals will be attainable 
without funding from other sources 
in Israel and elsewhere around the 
world, without which, they say, the 
entire enterprise might just 
collapse. 


The Agudah has called for meetings 
with the Minister of Internal 
Security and the Minister of Justice, 
as well as with the Chief 
Commissioner of Police. 
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STD Centre é> Fiealth 
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Free confidential testing, treatment and counselling 
of STD’s & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 
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ACU Massage Therapy 


Glenora Massage Therapy Clinic 


Therapeutic Massage for stress reduction, 


relaxation and the relief of muscular pain 
Phone 483-3190, Cell Phone 690-5856 
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Triangle 
Receives 
$3,500 Grant 
From HRC 


Funds used_ to 
oppose anti-gay 
attacks on right-to- 
marry 


Michigan’s largest gay rights 
organization recently was 
awarded a $3,500 grant from 
the nation’s largest gay rights 
group to work against efforts 
to ban marriage for same- 
sex couples in the Michigan 
Constitution. 


Through the Equality 


Agenda program, the Human . 


Rights Campaign (HRC) 


11303-104 Avenue, Edmonton, TSK 2S1 
Phone (780) 425-LENS Fax (780) 425-5417 


Call for an 
Appointment Today 


No Interest, No Payments for 6 Months 


approved the grant for the 
ongoing work Triangle 
Foundation has been doing 
through educating and 
mobilizing support in 
opposing the American 
Family  Association’s 
campaign to ban marriage 
for gay couples in the 
Michigan Constitution. 
Triangle has been educating 
legislators, opinion leaders, 
policy makers and the larger 
community about the need 
for fairness in civil marriage. 
We believe with our hard 
work and support from 
organizations like HRC we 
will be able to thwart the 
attack on our families. 


“We are pleased to have the 
financial support of the 
Human Rights Campaign in 
our fight to stop anti-gay 
attacks on our community’s 
right to marry,” said Sean 
Kosofsky, Director of Policy 
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for Triangle Foundation. 
“Triangle Foundation has 
been leading the fight for 
equality same-sex couples 
and our families. Right- 
wing extremists want to 
write discrimination into the 
state constitution and we 
will stop them. A clear 
majority of Americans do 
not want divisive politics 
and bigoted policies in our 
state. We believe in 
fairness.” 


“Anti-gay activists are 
rampant here in Michigan 
trying to garner support for 
policies that will put limits 
on marriage,” said Jeffrey 
Montgomery, Executive 
Director of Triangle 
Foundation. “They may be 
setting a lot of fires but 
Triangle Foundation is 
fighting them by forging 
relationships, making 


Cyb 


connections and winning the 
public dialogue.” 


“HRC is wise to fund this 
effort and help the Triangle 
Foundation,” said Chris 
Kolb, openly gay State 
Representative from Ann 
Arbor. “Triangle has been 
at the forefront of seeking 
human rights for everyone, 
and is particularly well- 
suited for the fight for civil 
marriage equality.” 


The Triangle Foundation is 
Michigan’s statewide civil 
rights, advocacy and anti- 
violence organization for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender (GLBT) people. 
Triangle Foundation is 
based in Detroit and has 
been operating for nearly 10 
years. The Human Rights 
Campaign is the nations 
largest political organization 
for GLBT rights. HRC is 
based in Washington DC. 


INTERNET Cafe 


Conrad’s Sugarbowl 
Coffee House 


0724-124 Street, Edmonton, Albe 


The Great 


i 
i 


HOT BUTT 
CONTEST 


Starting Tues. 
Oct. 7 


Show Us Your Butt! 


All Molson Products 
$3.50 8-12am 


CANADIA Private Members Club / 10345-104 St, / 426-3150 


Times.10 Magazine 33 


Judith Light 
& Bravo 
Network 


POWER UP (Professional 
Organization of Women in 
Entertainment Reaching UP), 
a not for profit organization 
to promote the visibility and 
integration of gay women in 
entertainment, has announced 
this year’s recipients of the 
Premiere Award as Judith 
Light & Bravo Network. The 
Awards will be presented on 
November 2, 2003 at the 3rd 
Annual POWER 
PREMIERE, the gala fund 
raising event at the Regent 
Beverly. Wilshire Hotel in 
Beverly Hills. 


The Premiere Award 
recognizes those individuals 
and companies whose 


integrity and professionalism 
knows no prejudice, who 


support diversity, and 
through their positive 
example encourage all 
creative and talented people 
to pursue their dreams. 


Two-time Emmy winning 
actress Judith Light has been 
a strong supporter of gay 
issues since she portrayed the 
mother of Ryan White, the 
child who was rejected from 
school and friends when they 
learned of his contracting the 
HIV virus. She has been a 
supporter of Human Rights 
issues and continues to give 
of herself to support the gay 
community. Light 
commented, “I am deeply 
touched to be honoured by 
POWER UP. It is an 
organization I have admired 
since its inception.” POWER 
UP executive director Stacy 
Codikow stated “Judith is an 


extremely talented actress 
and beyond that, the most 
giving generous women that 
I have come across, her 
humanity 


know no 
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boundaries and we are 
thankful for her kindness.” 
Light continued, “These are 
women who are doing what 
women have always needed 
to do, namely support each 
other. It is inspirational to me 
that women who have been 
successful in this incredibly 
difficult business put their 
time and energy into assisting 
young women who otherwise 
might have no way of getting 
a break.” 


The evening also includes a 
celebrity cocktail party, silent 
auction, and formal dinner. 
Celebrity guests include 
Christina Applegate, Amanda 
Bearse, Jennifer Beals, 
Sharon Lawrence, and Jane 
Lynch with additional 
celebrities to be announced. 


Launched in December of 
2000, POWER UP boasts 
over 1000 members in Los 
Angeles, New York, Chicago 
and San Francisco. A Los 
Angeles Times Calendar 


section article profiled the 
group on December 8, 2001 
stating, “The organization, in 
just one year, has helped raise 
awareness about what has 
traditionally been one of the 
least powerful groups in 
Hollywood—lesbian 
filmmakers.” The Advocate 
magazine featured POWER 
UP in its March 27, 2001 
“Hollywood Issue” which 
touted this “high-powered 
coalition of gay women in 
Hollywood” as “the lesbian 
answer to Tinsel town’s old 
boys’ club.” 


The Organization gives 
filmmaking grants each year 
to make short films. The 
overwhelming success of the 
2002 breakout hit comedy 
D.E.B.S.,written/directed by 
Angela Robinson, has been 
turned in a feature film, soon 
to be released by Screen- 
Gems. 


Student Discount 
Monday Nights 
4PM - Midnight 


(780 viene 


20% off 


The Arthur 
Dong 
Collection 


The Box-Set Collection 
ee cer |@atise diy ees 
The Acclaimed Filmmaker’s 
Award-Winning 
Documentaries COMING 
OUT UNDER FIRE, 
LICENSED TO KILL and 
een MS Lay 
FUNDAMENTALS 

Acclaimed filmmaker Arthur 
Dong, whohas made his name 
as a filmmaker chronicling 
the “culture wars” of the 
modern gay and lesbian rights 
movement, will release a box 
set of his three major 
documentaries on the subject 
on November 11, 2003, with 
a pre-book date of October 7, 
2003. Titled THE ARTHUR 
DONG COLLECTION, 
VOL. 1: STORIES FROM 


i 
/ 
: 
i 


available for $29.95 each. 


THE WAR ON 
HOMOSEXUALITY, the set 
includes COMING OUT 
UNDER FIRE, Dong’s 
investigation of gays and 
lesbians in World War II; 
LICENSED, TO KILL, his 
portrait of murderers in prison 
for killing gay men; and 
BY eA eMA > Lele ay, 
FUNDAMENTALS, a 
moving look at conservative 
religious families with gay and 
lesbian children. 


All three films are making 
their home video debuts 
exclusively on DVD in this 
box set, and all films will 
include special features and 
never-before-seen bonus 
footage. THE ARTHUR 
DONG? SCOLLEGTION; 
VOL. 1: STORIES FROM 
THE WAR ON 
HOMOSEXUALITY _ is 
specially priced for the home 
video market with a Suggested 
Retail Price of $74.95, and 
each individual title will be 


Consumers can purchase the 
videos by contacting the 
DeepFocus Film Library at 
800/343-5540 or 


DeepFocus Productions 
directly at 323/662.6575 or 


Whoksile@DeepFoousProductionscom. 
wholesile(@DeepFoousProducionscom. 


COMING OUT UNDER 
FIRE (1994), which is based 
on the book by Allan Bérubé, 
goes to the WWII origins of 
today’s “Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell” policy to uncover the 
history of a military policy 
that labelled homosexuals as 
mentally ill and sought their 
discharge as “undesirables.” 
Dong interviews nine gay/ 
lesbian veterans of WWII to 
get their stories. COMING 
OUT UNDER FIRE won a 
Special Jury Award at the 
Sundance Film Festival, a 
Teddy Award at the Berlin 
Film Festival, and numerous 
other film excellence awards. 
Among the many rave reviews 
it received, Variety called the 


film, “powerful...timely, 
informative, technically 
accomplished,” and OUT 
magazine said the film, “cuts 
to the heart >of the U_S: 
government’s unjust war 
against same-sex desire.” 
DVD bonus features include 
additional interview footage, 
historical document and photo 
gallery, musical track 
selections, multi-page 
viewer’s guide booklet, and 
the theatrical trailer. 


addition to serving on the IFP/ 
Los Angeles Board of 
Directors, he is on the Board 
of Governors of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences, representing the 
Documentary Branch. Arthur 
is currently developing a 
documentary program on 
Asians and Asian portrayals 
in American cinema for PBS. 
For more information about 
his work, please visit 
www.deepfocusproductions.com. 


www.deepfocusproductions.com. 
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~ Edmonton 


- PRIDE WEEK 
"SOCIETY 


Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday, October 14, 2003 at 7 PM 
Amenity Room (straight in front door) 
10178-117 St. 

Buzzer 0003 


Cheques for community groups 
based on volunteer hours and ticket sales 
will be awarded at the AGM 


The AGM will be followed by 


a volunteer appreciation party! 
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Cruiseline is proud to be the Platinum 
Sponsor of the Home Harvest (ict. 12” at 
Buddy's Night Club, Proceeds ao to the Gay 
& Lesbian Community Centre Edmonton! 


Cruisefine (s a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hoor Customer Service at + 677-682-2005. 


Times.10 Magazine 39 


Halloween 


FE OclL Si. Sat: Nov. 


Best Costume 
Prizes Fri. & Sat 
Sun Nov. 2 Betty Ford 
Lumber Jack Party 


| Dress in Plaid! 
rize for Best Lumber Jac 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St. 
{ 


www.theroostniteclub.com 


40 Times.10 Magazine, October 2003 


